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About the Visionary Woman Awards
The Visionary Woman Awards (VWA) are presented to women who 
have had major impacts in their fields, exemplifying excellence in the 
visual arts and design, arts advocacy or philanthropy. Proceeds from 
the annual VWA event support scholarships for undergraduate
students in Moore’s Visionary Woman Honors Program.

This year’s VWA will take place on October 28, 2021 and our 
awardees—painter Howardena Pindell, writer and arts advocate
Lorene Cary and fashion retail pioneer Joan Shepp—have
something special in common: they are all Philadelphians.

The evening will focus on our Visionary Woman
scholars and honorees, offering an intimate look into 

Howardena, Lorene and Joan’s artistic process through 
a compelling short film, as well as the annual Elizabeth 

Greenfield Zeidman lecture.

This year we are planning in-person and virtual attendance
options, allowing you to choose how you want to

celebrate with us, but rest assured we will adhere to 
state and local guidelines for in-person events. 

For those attending this event from the comfort of
their homes, the morning-of we will be hand-delivering 

a hors d’oeuvre box and program information for
the evening. All cause for celebration!



Why support scholarships?

Scholarships determine where the most promising
students choose to enroll, and where they can 
afford to complete their education. Scholarships 
can make the difference between a student
focusing on creative exploration or worrying 
about bills. Receiving a scholarship instills
confidence and a sense of resilience.

But don’t take our word for it—take theirs: 

“It was a huge honor, a wonderful opportunity and a big factor in my decision.” 

“The program appealed to me because I like to be challenged a lot. I felt 
very excited and honored to be nominated.”

“I cried tears of joy because the scholarship that came with it was the only 
way I could afford to attend.”  

“I felt a lot better about myself and the skills I really had and my ideas. Made 
me feel empowered.”
  
“I could not stop smiling for the whole day when I found out I was nominated.”

“I was thrilled and relieved to have the opportunity to receive a large 
amount of financial aid.”  

“It was the reason I chose Moore.”

Image: President Cecelia Fitzgibbon with Visionary Woman Scholars at 
the 2019 awards ceremony. Photo by Kielenski Photographers.



2020 VWA Sponsorship 
Levels and Benefits

Visionary
$25,000+
All Innovator benefits, plus special live recognition at virtual VWA celebration.

Innovator
$15,000-24,999
All Leader benefits, plus two tickets to Moore’s 2022 Spring/Summer Fashion Show at the Barnes 
Foundation, and two invitations to a private, in-person reception with Moore’s President (when 
possible in 2021-22).

Leader
$10,000-14,999
All Trendsetter benefits, plus two additional invitations (eight total) to two receptions and private 
exhibition tours of The Galleries at Moore, in-person or virtual in 2021-22.

Trendsetter
$7,500-9,999
All Pacesetter benefits, plus two additional invitations (six total) to two receptions and private 
exhibition tours of The Galleries at Moore, in-person or virtual in 2021-22.

Pacesetter
$5,000-7,499
All Patron benefits, plus recognition on Moore’s Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and
recognition on printed event invitation (if pledge received by August 1, 2021).

Patron
$2,500-4,999
All Friend benefits, plus four invitations to two receptions and private exhibition tours of
The Galleries at Moore, in-person or virtual in 2021-22.

Friend
$1,250-2,499
Recognition in print and online issue of Moore Magazine; VWA website page and emails; and 
printed event program (if pledge received by September 1, 2021), plus “at-home gala” kit.



2021 Visionary Woman 
Award Honorees

Howardena Pindell
Painter
Born in Philadelphia in 1943, Howardena Pindell studied painting at Boston University and Yale 
University. After graduating, she accepted a job in the Department of Prints and Illustrated 
Books at the Museum of Modern Art, where she remained for 12 years (1967–1979). In 1979, she 
began teaching at the State University of New York, Stony Brook where she is now a full professor. 
Throughout her career, Pindell has exhibited extensively.

Pindell often employs lengthy, metaphorical processes of destruction/reconstruction. She cuts 
canvases in strips and sews them back together, building up surfaces in elaborate stages. Her fasci-
nation with gridded, serialized imagery, along with surface texture appears throughout her oeuvre. 
Even in her later, more politically charged work, Pindell reverts to these thematic focuses in order 
to address social issues of homelessness, AIDs, war, genocide, sexism, xenophobia, and apartheid.

Pindell’s work has been featured in many landmark museum exhibitions, and is held in the 
permanent collections of major museums internationally, including: the Brooklyn Museum; the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art; the High Museum of Art, Atlanta; the Metropolitan Museum of Art; the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; the Museum of Modern Art; the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D.C.; Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia; the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art; The Studio Museum in Harlem; the Smithsonian Museum of American Art, Washington, 
D.C.; the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; and the Whitney Museum of American Art.



2021 Visionary Woman 
Award Honorees

Lorene Cary
Writer & Arts Advocate
Lorene Cary’s 2020 play, My General Tubman, performed to sold-out houses at Arden Theater, 
which has commissioned her to adapt her latest memoir, Ladysitting: My Year with Nana at the 
End of Her Century, to the stage. Her other nonfiction includes the best-selling education memoir
Black Ice, and Free! Great Escapes from Slavery on the Underground Railroad (YA). Her novels 
include The Price of a Child, chosen as the first One Book One Philadelphia offering; Pride; and
If Sons, Then Heirs. Cary also wrote the scripts for videos at The President’s House exhibit on
Independence Mall in Philadelphia.

In 1998, Cary founded Art Sanctuary to enrich urban Philadelphia with the excellence of Black 
arts; she stepped down as director in 2012. She served as president of the Union Benevolent
Association, and was appointed to Philadelphia’s School Reform Commission as chair of the
safety committee that eliminated zero-tolerance punishments for children.

For 25 years Cary has taught fiction and non-fiction at UPenn. In 2020 her students wrote for 
#VotethatJawn, supporting youth registration, voting, and to bring Philly youth to the polls (and 
dancing mailboxes to the world) in the historic 2020 election. Honors include the UPenn’s
Provost’s Award for Distinguished Teaching, The Philadelphia Award, and honorary doctorates 
from Swarthmore, Muhlenberg, Colby, and Keene State colleges, and Arcadia and Gwynedd
Mercy universities.



2021 Visionary Woman 
Award Honorees

Joan Shepp
Fashion Retail Pioneer
Iconic Philadelphia style maven Joan Shepp is celebrating 50 years in the fashion business. Her 
boutique, Joan Shepp, founded in 1971 in Lafayette Hill and now located in Center City Philadel-
phia, has been recognized as one of the country’s style leaders by publications Harper’s Bazaar 
and Lucky Magazine. Shepp was raised in West Philadelphia. With her impeccable sense of 
style and knack for knowing what’s hot, she taught herself the business and has provided cut-
ting-edge fashion and a space for the fashion-forward to play, discuss, explore and discover new 
designers and innovations in the industry. 

More than just a meticulously curated fashion boutique, Joan Shepp is a space for the fashion 
community to play, discuss, explore, and discover new designers and innovations in the industry.
In 2019, Shepp introduced a new concept store, Joan Shepp Home; with unique pieces from 
Italian designer Seletti, vintage collectibles, local art and imported furniture, the shop is a fully 
immersive experience where home decor is taken to the next level.



I would like to sponsor Moore’s Visionary Woman Scholars as a:

Visionary
$25,000+

Innovator
$15,000-24,999

Pacesetter
$5,000-7,499

Trendsetter
$7,500-9,999

Leader
$10,000-14,999

Patron
$2,500-4,999

Friend
$1,250-2,499

I would like to purchase gala tickets:

Number of tickets                 x $250 each:

I can’t attend this year, but would like to make a gift:

My employer will match my gift through a corporate matching gift program:

Sponsor or Company Name (as you would like to be recognized):

I would like to be recognized anonymously:

moore.edu/vwa2021

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Contact Name Contact Phone

Contact Email

Please charge my card:

Check is enclosed:

Name as it appears on card:

Visa Mastercard

Exp: CVC:

Signature

Print invitation recognition deadline: August 1
Print program recognition deadline: September 1

Please send all pledges and checks to:

Moore College of Art & Design
PO Box 822847
Philadelphia, PA  19182-2847

Please bill me later:

Questions?

Jean Murphy, Advancement Office
jmurphy@moore.edu
(267) 449-0497


